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as possible and direct you to send us all the information you can and your
opinion of the use to be made of it, and here we must caution you to keep
this knowledge of the Chittagong River5 as confined as you can, that foreign
nations may not be acquainted with it.
50.    Notwithstanding   we   forbad   the   construction   of   docks   and   the
establishment of a marine yard on the Company's account from an apprehension
that the advantages would not be adequate to the expence, yet we would have
private undertakings of the kind encouraged as we would promote every thing
that can tend to the advantage of the trade of the country, and hereafter
when the expected   increase of the   revenue may   have taken place,   such
undertakings may possibly be thought of.
51.    As the cutcherry charges form a very considerable deduction from
the revenue, we expect you send us the particulars of this disbursment.
52.    We are well pleased with the increase of the revenues of the province
of Midnapore, but are anxious to know the result of your deliberations on Mr,
Anselm Beaumont's proposal to abolish the zemindars and collect the revenues
by our own servants.   We know not what particular local circumstances may
attend each province, but it is our general idea, that whenever you think
you have nearly ascertained the value of the lands, it will be for the advantage
of the Company to farm them out to substantial men.   What further improve-
ments can be made must arise from the cultivation of waste lands,  and
the increase of the manufacture of each province.   We are not satisfied with
the accounts received from this province, they are by no means so full and
satisfactory as those of Burdwan.
53.    There is no account even of the zemindars who hold the lands.   The
servants at Midnapore have or ought to have regular books wherein each
zemindar is debited for   his   agreement,   credited for what   paid,  and the
balance stated at the close of the year, but no such account appears to have
been transmitted to the Presidency, and without it we do not see how they
could form a true judgment of the value of the province and the conduct
of our servants.
54.    Much remains vet to be done before we can be convinced that we
*
receive the full value of the revenues of this province, therefore we direct
you to be very full in your information on this subject, and you must send
us a plan of the Bengal frontier towards Orixa, with your opinion of the best
means of preventing invasions on that side.
55.    We make die same objections to the two and an half per cent taken
by our servants from the zemindary of this province as to what taken by
our servants at Burdwan.   We understand no distinction of allowances by
us, or by the Rajah, and will also have all that our servants have received
in this province as well as at Burdwan, paid into our treasury, and they are
to receive for the time past on the footing of the Malda servants namely
rupees 2000 per annum to the Chief, at which rate you are to regulate it in
future, and if they refuse to comply with this order, you are to dismiss them
our service and to send them home to answer for their conduct to us.
56.    We have already approved of the method you took to ascertain the
value of the Calcutta lands.   You write us it has encreased the revenue, but